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CIA counterterrorism operative Mitch Rapp falls prey to government forces with an agenda of their

own after Dr. Irene Kennedy is named the successor to dying CIA Director Thomas Stansfield-a

choice that enrages many inside the world's most powerful intelligence agency. Her detractors will

resort to extreme measures to prevent her from taking the reins-which makes Rapp an expendable

asset. But Mitch Rapp is no one's pawn, and he will stop at nothing to find out who has set him up.
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THE THIRD OPTION by Vince Flynn is the type of thriller that fans of the espionage/political intrigue

genre are always on the lookout for. The novel deals with Mitch Rapp who is a member of the CIA's

highly secret Orion Team. He's their top assassin. When the first option of diplomacy and the

second option of military force fail, the United States turns to its third option of covert action as a

way of dealing with terrorist's attacks. It is our last option of fighting back, and it usually involves

assassination. Mitch Rapp is on the verge of resigning from the CIA. He has met the woman of his

dreams and wants to live a normal life. He decides, however, to take one last assignment. His job

will be to go into Germany as part of a team and assassinate a German industrialist who has been

selling materials for building a nuclear device to one of our country's leading enemies. What Rapp

isn't aware of is that he's to be killed after he completes his mission. When the German police find

his body next to that of the industrialist, the CIA will be publicly blamed, thus ending the career of

Irene Kennedy, head of the department that runs the Orion Team and who is slated to take over as



Director of the CIA. Rapp isn't an easy man to eliminate. The people assigned to take him out fail in

their attempt. Returning to the United States by covert means, Rapp is determined to track down the

individuals who tried to kill him and to extract the names of those in the U.S. Government who

authorized the hit. Rapp doesn't care how high up the list of names goes; if he has his way, he will

kill every last one of the people involved in this conspiracy. THE THIRD OPTION has the ring of

authenticity about it that strongly reminded me of the earlier novels of Tom Clancy.
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